Panel in danger of
becoming a council
sub-committee

IF Haringey Council is genuinely interested in con-
vinving the people of Crouch End that it has thelr.best
interests at heart, the first thing it needs to do is give

the Town Hall advisory panel the space it needs 1o
make meaningful recommendations capable of gaining
wide public support. _

\ere are some who would argue that neither Haringey
officers nor councillors should be allowed anywhere
pear the panel — that it should, effectively, be seen to
be the voice of the people.

n balance, the council does need to be represented, for
all kinds of reasons, but the current make-up does little
{o inspire confidence in the panel’s independence.

{ a conservative estimate, Crouch End for People has the
support of about 3,000 people and the aclive participa-
tion of hundreds of determined campaigners. Yet it has
been allocated just one place on the panel and even the
Liberal Democrat suggestion, that this highly-effective
and well-organised pressure group should be allowed
another panel member, falls short of fair represcntation.

1 almost the same breath, the LibDems ask for a council-
lor in each of the three wards covering the immediate
area to be added to the adyisory team. The problem
here is not that they don’t deserve to be there, but that
such a reinforcement of Haringey personnel adds to the
danger of creating a panel with all the creativity and
charm of a council sub-committee.

ib Dem councillor David Winskill, however, does recog-
nise the need to bring local expertise and energy into
the panel so that “all local groups can have confidence
in this process.” ,

Ie suggests that an independent co-chairman l?e appointed
alongside — wait for it — the Haringey councillor (Judy
Bax) who has been charged with heading up the panel.
Homsey Historical Society goes even furthe(,‘calling on
Judy Bax to stand down in favour of an apolitical candi-
date, chosen by the committee.

ublic confidence is the issue, and something has to give.
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HE invigorating passion of
Tan overwhelming number of

Crouch End residents about
the future of their Town Hall is
too important for the new
Haringey Council head, Charles
Adje, 1o dismiss with unaccept-
able attempts of mudding the
waters.

He seems to be following,
from day one, the good old prin-
ciple in politics according to
which, if your opponent’s policy
is proving too popular, make it
yours in the eyes of the public.

This would not be a problem if
the council did indeed accept the
transparently commonsensical
demands by Crouch End resi-
dents that the town hall become a
cultural and community centre
with a ‘piazza’ in front, and its
present car park kept as an essen-
tial support for the success of the
project, instead of selling the
heart of our community to greedy
developers to build yet another
block of flats.

Mr Adje's statements last
week on this subject need to be
exposed for their unfortunate
attempts to confuse the public.
Saying that the residents’ pres-
sure group Crouch End for Peo-
ple “is blowing (this issue) out of
all proportion”, he added that
“there aren’t any proposals to
flog off the Town Hall.”

Why was it that at the meeting
of February 17, the only reason
the council did not sell the town
hall, there and then to developers,

Council chief
executive
Chatles Adje
outside
Hornsey
Town Hall.

was because a representative of
CEI[P vigorously questioned the
figure pulled out of the council’s
hat that £15 million would be
necessary to restore it?

No proof of how this {igure
had been reached could be pre-
sented and in the end the council
had to give the proposal a lifeline
of six more months.

Had this not happened €2 there
would be no open day, no cultur-
al centre, no piazza because the
town hall would today be dead
meat!

Mr Adje comments that the
council has set up an advisory
panel so people can air their
views, Which panel? One which
is made up of council menbers
and their chosen political friends
with a token seat for one repre-
sentative of CEfP?

Can Mr Adje not realise that
the very existence of an apoliti-
cal, community pressure group
such as Crouch End for People is
proof that the council is misusing

their position by trying all the
tricks in the book to see thei
harmful plans succeed?

Mr Adje also says that the
counci} is consulting the public
Even if such an obvious actior
had been taken properly, a:
opposed 1o a few forms distribut
ed among a few open day visi
tors, the track record of Haringe;
Council when it comes to consul
tation and analysis, is not one tha
encourages confidence.

I wonder where Mr Adj¢ lives
Not in Crouch End I'm sure, oth:
erwise he would care a bit more
about the genuine interests of its
residents.

His agenda does not seem L
coincide with the demands for :
better quality of life not only for
our local community but for al
residents of Haringey who fre
quent Crouch End.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

100 years ago
21 May 1904

A meeting agreed to form a league to be
known as the Hampstead Passive Resistance

League.

The London County Council approves a
plan to erect a bandstand in Golders Hill
Park. They also recommend that dogs be
kept out of the old garden at Golders Hill

and perambulators only allowed up to 2pm.
A correspondent writes to complain again

at the inconsiderate shepherd on Hampstead
Heath who tends his hungry sheep from
4am by South Hill Park, to the detriment of
the residents trying to sleep.

Another welcomes the advent of the
shepherd and the sheep with the same plea-
sure as hearing the cuckoo in Kenwood or
the thrush in Parliament Hill Fields.
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