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Town Hall campaigners.
The Men Behaving Badly star, who
lives in Crouch End, was invited to

attend the Hornsey Town Hall open day

- but he was busy working in Los
Angeles.

He wrote an e-mail to Crouch End For
People which read: “l am very sorry that

1 can’t be with you today and | wish
everyone lots of

Thursday 13th May 2004

mm_a IS part of
our heritage,
says star Neil

TV STAR Neil Morrisey sent a message
of goodwill from Los Angeles to Hornsey

luck in saving the
town hall. | think
it's outrageous
that the theatre
has been kept
closed and the
site threatened
with development.
Many have not
even seen inside
the building.

“It was built for
the people when
the area was
booming. The
area is booming

again. The town hall is the heritage of the

people of Crouch End.”

storeroom in London”

B GOODWILL MESSAGE:
Neil Morrisey

Plcture: Tony Gay

NEWSDESK (020) 8342 5777. ADS (020) 8342 5700

Crowds enjoy rare

glimpse inside

MORE than 1,000 people took a
guided tour around Hornsey
Town Hall at the open day last
Saturday.

Council officers took small groups
around the grade II listed building —
which is not usually open to the public
— showing them the council chambers,
art deco features and theatre.

Visitors expressed shock about the
condition of the theatre — which is in a
poor state of repair and currently stores
tables and cabinets.

Crouch End resident Andrew Banks,
33, said: “I've never been inside the
before, but the theatre is probably
the most elegant storeroom in London.
It is the heart of our community and it
needs massive expenditure.”

Pensioner Marie Leonard, 70, who
has lived in Crouch End for 46 years,
added: “I would like to see the theatre
come back into use. Every week the
senior citizens go to the cinema in
Muswell Hill, but it would be good to
have one in Crouch End.

“I remember when there used to

be a festival of remembrance there
every year, and the theatre would be
packed out.

She added: “It’s sad to see the way it
has been left to rot. The neglect should
have been stopped earlier. Some of the
theatre is used as a store room now. It
used to be beautiful.”

Alan Warne, one of the tour guides

B MORE than 1,000 people queued for a guided iour around Hornsey Town Hall

Plicture: Tony Gay
from property services at Haringey
Council, said: “The theatre has exten-
sive damage. Heavy rain and bad
maintenance has caused the ceiling to
collapse.

“But the acoustics were marvellous.
I took my daughter there when she was
10 to see the Pirates of Penzance.”

Visitors were told that many of the

historic town hall

town hall’s original art deco features
were still in place.

The former Mayor s office still has
its original curtains, as well as an art
deco fireplace and its original wood
panelling.

Visitors were shown a council
chamber that used to serve as a
register office, and hit soap
EastEnders recently used the room to
film wedding scenes.

There are 25 original art deco
clocks in the building — and half still
work.

Tour guide David Bond, a surveyor
for Haringey Council, said: “The
architect designed everything so it
was integrated. Its decorative interior
is quite unusual. The councillors did-
n't want it to be plain.”

He added: “The town hall is in a
valuable location. The only decision
that the council has made is that it must
pay for itself. Parts of the building have
to be converted to commercial use.

“But it would be nice to open up the
square and make it pretty.”
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